
Remember to fill out the bottom of the page to tell me 
about your mission, and then return it to the SPREE 
Force mailbox in your classroom!

Thank you for becoming a special agent of the SPREE Force. Did you 
know that your neighborhood is connected to my neighborhood down 
here at the South Platte River?  Every time it rains, water (called storm 
water) flows down the gutters and into holes in the street called storm 
drains. The water goes in big pipes underneath Denver and rushes into the 
South Platte River! This means that the same water that flows by your home 
eventually flows by mine too!
 
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to explore your neighborhood to see 
how that storm water gets from you to me.
 
Take a walk around the block (remember to take an adult with you!) and look for the 
storm drains that the water flows into.

1. Draw a map of where you see them. 
2. Fill a cup, pitcher, or bucket with water from your home, take it out to the curb, 
and pour some water into the gut ter. Which way does the water flow? Mark it on 
your map using an arrow. 
3. Pour water into the gutter in at least two other places on your block and 
watch what direction the water flows. Mark it on your map using arrows.

4. Storm drains are usually built in places where storm water will naturally flow 
into them. Based on what you have seen, where would you expect to find a storm 
drain?

I will be exploring around my home (the South Platte River) too!  Being a Special Agent 
means being a good investigator, keep up the good work. You will need these skills for 
your next mission too!

Pretend you are a raindrop that fell right in front of your home.  Draw your map here of how you would 
get to the storm drain (and eventually the South Platte River) to come see me!  Remember to use 
arrows to show which way the water is f lowing and to mark where the storm drains are:
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Turn this in as soon as you finish it!

Mission 1: 5th Grade
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